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Cleansing composition containing hydroxy alkanoate derivatives- 

This invention relates to cleansing compositions . In 
5 particular, it relates to emulsion compositions of the 
oil -in- water type, which provide suitable wipe -off or 
rinse -off make-up removing and skin cleansing 
compositions . 

10 Emulsion type make-up removing compositions, containing 
oil, water and a surfactant, are known. However, 
conventional compositions provide a less than satisfactory 
performance, in terms of either their ability to remove 
make-up, or their aesthetic and sensory properties. In 

15 the case of oil based formulations, whilst these usually 
provide satisfactoiY make-up removal, they usually leave 
the user with a greasy afterfeel on the skin. With 
aqueous based products, there is a tendency for these to 
leave the skin feeling dry and tight after use. 

20 

The compositions of the current invention aim to remedy 
one or more of the deficiencies of the known compositions. 
In particular, it is an object of the invention to provide 
clesuising compositions which provide good cleansing cuid 
25 afterfeel properties. Preferably these will also confer 
to the skin a long term moisturising benefit. 

Thus, according to the invention, there is provided a 
cleansing composition suitable for topical application to 
30 the human skin, con5)rising an oil -in- water emulsion system 
which comprises a hydroxy alkanoate derivative compound 
having the following general formula: 
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r2 O 
[0-CH-C]^OR^ 

5 

O 
II 

is H- or C^Hy-C- 
r2 is H- or CpHq- 

R^ is C^-, or a metallic, ammonium, or 

alky 1 ammonium cation, 
p is an integer from 1 to 18 
q is an integer from 3 to 37 
X is an integer from 2 to 22, 
y is an integer from 3 to 43, and 
m is an integer from 1 to 3, 

provided that when R^ is H- , then R^ is C^Hy- , and when R^ 
is Cj^HyCO- then R^ is H- , or a metallic, ammonium or 
20 alkylammonium cation. 

The invention also provides a method of removing make up 
from skin by applying a composition as above to the skin, 
and then wiping, washing or rinsing the emulsion from the 
25 skin. 

The hydroxy alkanoate derivative above will generally 
function as an emulsifier which is part of all of an 
emulsifier system. However, it may be included as at 
30 least part of the oil of the emulsion - this applies 
particularly to lipophilic alkyl esters of hydroxy 
alkanoic acids, (in which compounds, R^ above is H) 

The hydroxy alkanoate derivatives employed in compositions 
35 according to the invention provide the cleansing 

composition with desirable properties, in the sense that 
they may not only act as an emulsifier within the 
composition, thereby stabilising the oil-in-water 



wherein 

10 
15 
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emulsion, but can also be beneficially metabolised in the 
skin. 

During this process, naturally occurring enzymes in the 
5 skin cleave the hydroxy alkanoate derivative in the 
composition to generate lactic acid or glycolic acid 
(depending on whether is H or CH3- in the above general 
formula) , which may then permeate further through the 
skin. In particular, it is thought that the derivatives 
10 described penetrate the skin more readily than glycolic or 
lactic acids themselves, which are relatively hydrophilic. 

Absorption of lactic acid, glycolic acid or other hydroxy 
alkanoic acid into the skin is desirable, because these 
15 compounds have a humectant action, they provide a 
moisturisation benefit, and they also improve the 
condition and feel of skin. 

It has also been foiind to be a highly desirable aspect of 
20 the invention that the hydroxy alkanoate derivative used 
in compositions according to the invention has an 
hydrophilic/lipophilic balance (HLB) value of less than 
about 5.5. It is suspected that hydroxy alkanoate 
derivatives with this range of HLB values may more readily 
25 partition into the skin, and hence deliver a cosmetic 
benefit more deeply in the skin, because of their 
hydrophobicity . 

In the formula given ahoMs is preferably H or CH3, more 
30 preferably CH3 so that the compound is a derivative of 
glycolic or lactic acid. 

Lactic acid derivatives are readily available 
commercially, and preferred for this reason. However, 
35 homologues of the lactic derivatives are accessible and 
can also be used. 
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Acyl derivatives of 2 -hydroxy alkanoate acids in which 
is CpHg - and p is 2 or more can be made by reaction of an 
acyl halide with the 2-hydroxy alkanoic acid. Alkyl 
esters of 2-hydroxy alkanoic acids can be prepared by 
5 esterif ication of those acids. 

If r2 is CpHq - and p is 2 or more, then p is preferably in 
the range 2 to 12, more preferably 2 to 6 . 

10 According to one preferred aspect of the invention, the 

hydroxy alkanoate derivative in the cleansing composition 
is an acyl lactylate; that is, in the general structure 
shown above, R^ is H- , R^ is CH3 and b} is C^^CO- . In a 
particularly preferred variant of acyl lactylates, in R^ x 

15 is between 14 and 20, and is most preferably 17. 

In a further preferred variant of acyl lactylates, the R^ 
species is a metallic cation which provides a relatively 
insoluble acyl lactylate species, such as a calcium or 
magnesium cation. A most preferred embodiment of the 

20 invention comprises calcium stearoyl lactylate, which has 
an HLB value of 5.1. Using such a relatively insoluble 
acyl lactylate may provide particularly beneficial 
properties to the composition. 

25 Acyl lactylates are anionic surfactants, and are 

conveniently prepared by coupling lactic acid to long 
chain fatty acids via the alpha hydroxy group on the 
lactic acid. Such acyl lactylates surfactants are 
believed to readily break down in the skin to provide 

30 lactic acid, thereby providing the aforementioned . 
beneficial absorption of lactic acid into the skin. 

Another preferred category of hydroxy alkanoate 
derivatives for use in cleansing compositions according to 
35 the invention are alkyl lactates; that is R^ is H- and R^ 
is CH3, and R^ is In a more preferred embodiment, x 
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in is between 6 and 20, more preferably 12 and 18. In 
the most preferred embodiment, R-^ is 14. 

Alkyl lactates are weak nonionic surfactants, in which the 
5 lactic acid moiety is linked to a long chain fatty alcohol 
through its carboxylate group. Alkyl' lactates surfactants 
are essentially water insoluble, and therefore may provide 
a relatively poor foaming ability when compared to acyl 
lactylate surfactants, but may beneficially be used in 
10 compositions according to the invention, because of their 
ability to partition into the skin. This ability is often 
superior to that of the anionic acyl lactylate 
surfactcuits. 

15 It is a characteristic of certain preferred embodiments of 
the invention that they may provide compositions which are 
relatively stable in use, thereby providing compositions 
which are commercially more attractive. By stable it is 
meant that the emulsion does not visibly breakdown to its 

20 constituent phases within one month of being prepared, in 
temperate conditions. 

A preferred alkyl lactate for use in compositions 
according to the invention is myristyl lactate. This alkyl 
25 lactate has a very low HUB value, in the region 1-3. 

The concentration of the hydroxy alkanoate derivative of 
of the general structure above in the composition is 
typically 0.5-10% by weight of the composition. However, 

30 the hydroxy alkanoate derivative of the general formula 
discussed is typically only one emulsif ier which may be 
part of an emulsif ier system used in compositions 
according to the invention. If used, such other 
emulsif iers may be used to make the total level of 

35 emulsif ier system in compositions according to the 

invention to be between 0.5-10% by weight, more preferably 
1-7% by weight. 
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Such other emulsifiers as may used in the emulsifier 
system according to the invention may include any 
emulsifier or combination of emulsifiers which has an 
average HLB value of greater than 6, more preferably 
5 greater than 9, and may be readily selected from any 
textbook on the subject. 

The oil phase of compositions according to the invention 
may comprise mineral oils, hydrocarbons, silicone oils, 

10 triglyceride/ester oils, or mixtures thereof. Preferred 
oils are those which are particularly effective at 
solubilising the oil components of make up. Particularly 
preferred oils for use in compositions according to the 
invention are hydrocarbon oils, such as isoparaf f ins, 

15 polydecene and polybutene, mineral oils and esters which 
contain a saturated or unsaturated, straight or branched 
chain 03.22 alkyl or alkenyl group, for example 
isopropylmyristate, hexyl laurate, methyl laurate, 2- 
ethylhexyl palmitate, 2-octadecyl myristate, 

20 isopropylpalmitate, and triglycerides such as glyceryl 
tricaprylate/caprate (eg ESTOL, ex. Unichema) , glyceryl 
tri-isostearate (eg PRISORINE, ex. Unichema) , and glyceryl 
tri- (2-ethylhexanoate) (eg MYRITOL GTEH, ex. Henkel) . 



25 Prefercibly, the composition comprises a hydrocarbon oil, 
or a hydrocarbon oil in combination with an ester oil as 
described above. 

Particularly preferred oils for use in compositions 
30 according to the invention are isoparaf fin and polydecene. 
These components are preferred components in the oil 
phase, since they are particularly effective in blending 
into and lifting a certain resilient make-up compositions 
which are typically resistant to removal, such as for 
35 example water-proof eye make-ups. 
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Preferably, the oil is present in the composition at a 
level of 3-60%, more preferably 10-40% by weight of the 
composition. 

5 The water in compositions according to the invention may 
preferably comprise from 95-40%, more preferably 90-50% by 
weight of the composition. 

The composition according to the invention may 
10 additionally comprise further adjuncts as are typically 

found in such cleansing compositions. These may typically 
include ; 

thickeners, such as carbomers, xanthan gum, 
hector ite, and fumed silica, 
15 - humectants, such as glycerol, propylene glycol, 

dipropylene glycol, sorbitol, and 2 -pyrrol idone- 
5 - carboxylate , 
perfumes, 
colourants, 

20 - preservatives, such as salicylic acid, p- 

hydroxybenzoate esters, and 2-bromo-2- 
nitropropane-1 , 3-diol , 

antioxidcuits, such as butylated hydroxy toluene, 
tocopherol, and butylated hydroxy anisole, 
25 - short -chain monohydric alcohols, such as ethanol 

and isopropanol, 

skin conditioners, such as polyquatemium 10 and 
PEG -7 glyceryl cocoate, 

germicides, such as triclosan and cetrimide, and 
30 - plant extracts, such as aloe vera, cornflower, 

witch hazel, elderf lower, and cucumber. 

Products according to the invention may take any 
convenient product form, cind as such may be in the form of 
35 lotions, creams, or may be readily combined in known ways 
with a suitable propellant to provide a product in mousse 
form. 
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The invention will now be demonstrated with reference to 
the following example: 



5 




ComDosition 


f%w/w) 




omp on en u 


1 


2 




Ethylflo 362 NF (1) 


20.0 






Permethyl lOlA (2) 


10 . 0 


in n 


10 


Cremophor RH40 (3) 


2 . 0 






Cremophor A6 (4) 




2 . 00 




Renex 30 (5) 


0 .30 


0.30 




Alfol 1618 (6) 


3 . 00 


■a n n 






3 .00 




15 


Crolactil CSL (8) 




5.00 




Nipasol M (9) 


0.10 


0.10 




Nipagin M (10) 


0.20 


0.20 




Carbopol 980 (11) 


0.30 


0.30 




Triethanolamine 


0.40 


1.36 


20 


Water 


60.70 


57.74 






(pH 6.6) 


(pH 5.9) 



25 



30 



(1) Polydecene dimer, ex. Ethyl Co. 

(2) Isohexadecane, ex. Waren Empf anger 

(3) PEG-40 hydrogenated castor oil, ex. BASF 

(4) Ceteareth-6 and Stearyl alcohol, ex." BASF 

(5) Trideceth-12, ex. ICI 

(6) Cetearyl alcohol, ex. Condea 

(7) Myristyl lactate, ex. Croda 

(8) Calcium stearoyl lactylate ex. Croda 

(9) Propyl paradDen, ex. Nipa Labs. 

(10) Methyl paraben, ex. Nipa Labs. 

(11) Carbomer, ex. Goodrich 



35 
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Compositions 1 and 2 were prepared by blending together 
the components of the composition as shovm. 

Preparation method 

5 

Compositions 1 and 2 were prepared according to the 
following general method. 

Firstly the aqueous phase is prepared by blending the 
10 Nipagin and triethanolamine with an aliquot of water, auid 
heating the mixture to 70-80*^C. The oil phase is then 
prepared by adding the Ethylflo 362 NF, Permethyl lOlA, 
Cremophor RH40, Renex 30, Alfol 1618, Nipasol, and the 
hydroxy alkanoate derivative to a container and heating to 
15 70-80^C. The oil phase is then blended into the aqueous 
phase using a Silverson mixer. 

Into this is blended the polymeric thickener, which is 
pre-prepared by adding the Carbopol gradually, with 
20 stirring, into the remaining water, and subsequently 
heating this to 70-80*^C. 

The composition is finally adjusted to pH 6-6.6 using 
triethanolamine, where necessary. 

25 

Compositions 1 & 2 were evaluated for their make-up 
removal efficacy against a commercially available product, 
and were also tested for the deposition of lactic acid 
that occurred after use on human skin. 

30 

Make-ur> Removal Efficacy 

Compositions 1 and 2 were assessed for their make-up 
removal efficacy, against the commercially available 
35 product Oil of Ulay Water Rinsable Cold Cream. 

This product contains water, mineral oil, polyalphaolef in, 
glycerin, isododecane, sorbitan stearate, cyclomethicone. 
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Example 4 

The following composition provides a cleansing lotion 
according to the invention. 

Component % (w/w) 



^ii'^is isoparaffin (Isopar L, ex. Exxon) 5.0 
Caprylic/capric triglyceride (Miglyol 810, 

10 ex.Huls) 15.0 

Myristyl lactate (Crodamol ML, ex. Croda) 2.0 

Cetearyl alcohol (Alfol 1618, ex. Condea) 3.0 

Ceteth 21 (Brij 721, ex, ICI) 1.0 

Propyl paraben (Nipasol M, ex. Nipa) 0.1 

15 Propylene glycol (ex. BASF) 3.0 

Triethanolamine (ex. BASF) 0.2 

Carbomer 934 (Carbopol 934, ex. Goodrich) 0.2 

Methyl paraben (Nipagin M, ex. Nipa) 0.2 

DMDM hydantoin (Glydant, ex. Lonza) 0.2 

20 Perfume q.v 

Water to 100 



Example 5 



25 The following composition provides an aerosol cleansing 
mousse composition according to the invention. 



Component % (w/w) 

30 Isopropyl myristate (Estol 1514, ex. Unichema) 25.0 

PEG-8 laurate (Clihrol 4ML, ex. Croda) 6.0 

Myristyl lactate (Crodamol ML, ex. Croda) 2.0 

Glycerine (ex. Unichema) 2.0 

Butane (Cap 30, ex. Calor) 5.0 

35 Water , to 100. 
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CLAIMS 



10 



A skin cleansing composition for topical application 
to the human skin to remove make up therefrom 
comprising an oil-in-water emulsion containing a 
hydroxy alkanoate derivative compound of the 
following general formula: 

r2 0 

I II 3 
[0-CH-C]n, 0R3 



15 O 

II 

wherein R-*- is H- or C^^-C- 
r2 is H- or CpHq- 

is Cj^- , or a metallic, ammonium, or 

20 alkylammonium cation, 

p is an integer from 1 to 18, 
q is an integer from 3 to 37, 
X is an integer from 2 to 20, 
y is an integer from 1 to 3 , 

25 

provided that when R^ is then R^ is C^Hy-, and 

when R^ is C^^CO-, then R^ is H-, or a metallic, 
ammonium or alkylammonium cation. 

30 2. A cleansing composition according to claim 1 wherein 
R^ is H or CH3 . 

3. A cleauising composition according to claim 1 or claim 
2, wherein the hydroxyalkanoate derivative has an HLB 
35 value of less than 5.5. 



4. 



A cleansing composition according to any one of the 
preceding claims, wherein the oil phase comprises a 
mineral oil, a hydrocarbon oil, or an ester which 
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14 

contains a saturated or unsaturated straight or 
branched C8-C22 alkyl or alkenyl chain, or mixture 
thereof • 



10 



5. A cleansing composition according to any one of the 
preceding claims wherein the amount of oil in the oil 
phase of the emulsion is 3 to 60% by weight of the 
composition and the amount of the hydroxy alkanoate 
derivative is 0.5 to 7% by weight of the composition. 

6. A method of removing cosmetics from human skin, 
comprising: 

(i) applying to skin with make up thereon a skin 
15 cleansing composition which his an oil-in-water 

emulsion containing a hydroxy alkanoate derivative 
compound of the following general formula: 

r2 o 

20 . I II 3 



25 wherein R^ is H- or C^-C- 

r2 is H- or CH3 

R^ is C^Hy-, or a metallic, ammonium, or 

alkylammonium cation, 
p is an integer from 1 to 18, 
30 q is an integer from 3 to 37, 

X is an integer from 2 to 20, 
y is an integer from 1 to 3, 

provided that when R^ is H-, then R^ is C^^Hy-, and 
35 when R^ is C^CO- , then R^ is or a metallic, 

ammonium or alkylammonium cation, and 



(ii) wiping, washing or rinsing said emulsion from 
the skin. 



15 

A method according to claim 6 wherein is H or CH3 . 

A method according to claim 6 or claim 7, wherein the 
hydroxyalkanoate derivative has an HLB value of less 
than 5,5. 

A method according to any one of claims 6 to 8, 
wherein the oil phase comprises a mineral oil, a 
hydrocarbon oil, or esters which contain a saturated 
or unsaturated straight or branched chain CQ-C22 alkyl 
or alkenyl group, or mixtures thereof. 

A method according to any one of claims 6 to 9 
wherein the amount of the oil is 3 to 60% by weight 
of the emulsion and the amount of the 

hydroxyalkanoate derivative is 0.5 to 7% by weight of 
the emulsion. 

Use of a hydroxyalkanoate derivative as defined in 
any one of claims 1 to 3 as an emulsifier in a 
composition for removing make up from human skin. 
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Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

^ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

^COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
^ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 
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